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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, TH, US 

SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATION IN FRONT OF THE EMBASSY, SITREP NO. 5 
REF: BANGKOK 9004 

1. SOME 200 DEMONSTRATORS REMAIN COMFORTABLY ENSCONCED 
IN FRONT OF THE EMBASSY GATE UNDER TWO STRIPED GARDEN 
PARTY TENTS AS OF 1500 HOURS, MAY 18. A BRIEFLY PROM- 
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ISING THUNDER SHOWER AT 1330 FAILED EITHER TO WASH AWAY 
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THE GROUPS PERSISTENCE OR TO SHORT OUT THEIR PUBLIC 
ADDRESS SYSTEM. THE THREAT OF RAIN MAY, HOWEVER. HAVE 
DISCOURAGED OTHERS FROM JOINING THE FESTIVITIES. 

2. BETWEEN 1130 AND 1200 SEVERAL DEMONSTRATORS PRIED 
THE BRONZE SEAL OFF THE FRONT GATE AND BROKE ONE OF 
THE GATE POST LIGHTS. THE POLICE HAVE TOLD US THAT THEY 
WILL ACT IF ANYONE COMES OVER THE GATE, BUT THAT IT IS 
BETTER TO IGNORE VANDALISM OUTSIDE THE GROUNDS. 

3. BARRING SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS, WE PROPOSE NO 
FURTHER SITREPS UNTIL CA 2100 HOURS, MAY 18. 

DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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